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“ Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
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For tHe Gosret Herarp. 
Religious Awakenings, Revivals, &-c. 

Mr Eprror,—Being edueated by pious parents, 

ibave from my youth up, in a greater or less de- 
wee, been an attentive observer of whatever ap- 
reared under the name of religion ; and have 
heen so circumstanced as to be an eye-witness 
») many religious awakenings, in different places. 
Since | have been brought to an understanding, 
as | trust, of the true nature of the plan of salva- 
tion, as revealed by Christ and his apostles, 
namely, that God the Father, in pursuance of his 
cereal purpose of love and mercy toward the 
world of mankind, did, in the fulness of time, 
nd his Son to be their Saviour, who hath ap- 
reared, full of grace and truth ; and hath decla- 
-ed, that the design of his Father in sending him 
ato the world, was, “ nod that he should condemn 
the world, but that the wérld through him might 
be saved,” John iii. 17. I have endeavoured, so 
to inquire into the natare and results of those 
awakenings, as to be able to discern whether 
they were from heaven or of men. J now feel it 
my duty to call the attention of every candid in- 
quirer after truth, to the subject. I believe that, 
in their commencement, they are uniformly attri- 
butable to second causes; such as, afflictive dis- 
pensations of Providence, which have caused 
some to think seriously of a future mode of exist- 
ence ; and having been taught that that state must 
be either endlessly miserable, or endlessly happy, 
have expressed their alarm openly to others, and 
thereby the excitement has become general. And | 
frequently such awakenings have been produced | 
by zealous and alarming preachers, whose mo-| 
tives I believe, generally, to have been the good | 
of mankind, however they may have mistaken! 
(he true and apostolic manner of addressing a 
world lying in wickedness, which was, uniformly, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
Not as preachers of the present day proclaim, Re- 
pent, forthe kingdom of the Devil is at hand! or, 
ia other words, Repent, for an endless burning hell 
isat hand. 

Now, Sir, 1 readily admit the alarm produced 
in the minds of the people by those means, is, by 
our Heavenly Father, overruled, and rendered 
productive of real good. For, although such 
alarm is excited by teaching that which is utterly 
false, respecting the horrors of an endless hell, yet 
Wwe see that God, who is rich in merey, and a pre- 
sent help in time of trouble, and more ready to 
give, than we are to ask the blessings we need, 
does, when people ery unto him in the agony of 
Their spirits, reveal anto them by bis enlightening 








Spirit, from the Sun of Righteousness, his abun- 
dant mercy and love. And thus, by the faith 
which is of the operation of his Spirit, cause them 
to rejoice in such manifestation of his boundless 
love, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

This is my own experience. During one of 
those awakenings I was taught, as is usual, by Cal- 
vinistic ministers, and really imagined myself 
about to sink into a state of remediless wo ; and 
my Creator only waiting the time of his own ap- 
pointment to appear as my almighty foe. But it 
pleased him, while in the bitterness of my suffer- 
ings I cried unto him, so to egjighten my under- 
standing by his own Spirit, that I saw with bim 
there was indeed a boundless ocean of love and 
mercy toward me, notwithstanding my impurity 
bad covered me as a garment: but I did not atthe 
time see the universality of the eternal, unchange- 
able, love, and consequent design of God to bring 
all men to the knowledge and enjoyment of it 
in due time. Many such instances of the mani- 
festation of the kindness, love, and mercy of God 
our Saviour, have been witnessed, during what we 
call religious revivals, for which every heart 
ought to glow with thanksgiving and praise to the 
gracious Author of them ;—therefore, let us 
give him the praise, and ascribe all the glory to 
that Spirit which teacheth the love of God to man, 
and not to that spirit which teacheth the wrath of 
God, and a burning hell. Let me ask those delu- 
ded followers of Calvin, Hopkins, and Arminius, 
how they can clear themselves from the charge 
of the most heaven-daring presumption, when 
they stand, and in the very name of Jesus, who 
hath reconciled both Jews and Gentiles to God in 
his own body on the cross, and in whom also was 
the Father, reconciling the world unto himself ; 
and who hath come himself and “ preached peace 
to them that were nigh, and to them that were far 
off,’—declare war, eternal war, between God 
and man? Do they not awfully dishonour this 
great and glorious Negociator of PEACE, eternal 
peace, between God and man ; between the bea- 
vens and the eart#? And do they not preach 


falsehood, when they exbort sinners to make their 


peace with an angry God, who hath “ declared 
himself well pleased for his (Son's) righteousness 
sake ?” Who hath “ finished transgression, made 
an end of sin, brought in an everlasting righteous- 
ness, abolished death, and brought life and im- 
mortality to light by the Gospel ;” and hath made 
a “ propitiation for the sins of the whole world ;”* 
declaring, by his apostle, that “as by the offence 
of one judgment came upon ali men unto con- 
demnation, even #0, by the righteousness of one 
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the free si came upon ali men unto justification | son dye, yet should they be as wool and as may! 
of life,” Rom. v. 18. Did he add, as our preachers do, that i 

But some man will say, If good is the result of not return to him, he would done ome 
such awakenings, why not continue to alarm with| No! never did he utter such a declaration __ 
the fear of hell? I answer: Because this would be| 1 cannot close this communication ~~ : 
doing evil that good may come. For, although|ting an instance of the awful consequences os 
good were done, no thanks to your threatened | preaching that God-dishonouring, soul-torme,, 
burnings, and tormenting devils! For had not|ing, doctrine of endless misery, unpardonable » 
God, in mercy, interposed by a manifestation of|&c. A gentleman from the country, of the P» 
his goodness, merey and love, to the ‘minds thus| byterian persuasion, told me last week, that | 
distracted by your terrors, nothing but evil, and) daughter, about two years since, had the sev 
the most awful forebodings of your fabled hells,| sermons of Robert Russell put into her hands 
would have been realized.- Aha! say they: You) which she read the one treating upon wha: }, 
are for no awakenings ; no converting work go-|called the unpardonable sin; and immediay 
ing on in the world. Stop, my zealous friend, be | she was seized with such awful impressions ¢ 
not quite so ready to judge thy brother. I will) the torments of the damned, that she becay 
join you heart and hand in praying for awaken-| wild with horror, and has not since had any peac: 
ings and revivals ; but, let us preach that doctrine|of mind. He was greatly apprehensive of }y 
which was so gloriously accompanied by the out-| otal insanily. 1 hope this, which is only one 
pouring of the Spirit of Christ, when preached by | the thousands of sacrifices to that horrible do 
his apostle. What said Peter, at the day of Pen- trine, may be a warning to all your readers, {, 
yt aig ym — or Lag to ~ avoid it as the most deadly poison. 
ehureh in one day? He said to those Jews, who WITNESS 
by wicked hands had crucified and slain the Lord —— 
of life and glory, that they should repent, and be 
baptized, in the very name of him whom they had FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
thus crucified, and for the remission of their sins. Among the many sources of evil which ey; 
™ For the promise is unto you,—and to your) iy this enlightened age, We may enumerate » 
ehildren,—and to all that are afar off,—-even gious Articles of faith, and Catechisms accomny 
as many as the Lord our God shall call.”"—| dated to them, which are generally preferred to 
Acts ii. 39. We know that Christ commanded our own observation and experience, as if ou 
the apostles to call every crealure, by preaching | forefathers had exhausted the field of investiga 
the Gospel unto them. Did he say any thing)tion, and engrossed all the ability and discern. 
about your endless burnings, and infernal tor-| ment which Deity designed his rational creatures 
mentors? Not a word. How did Paul exhort ?} should all, in the fulness of time, participate, The 
Ans. “ For the love of Christ constraineth us, be- consequences flowing from the adoption of thes 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, then religious systems are, in my opinion, as injurious 
were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they | 4, jhe growth of religious knowledge and vital 
which live might not henceforth live unto them- Christianity, as the adoption of their moral o: 
selves, but ante him who died for them, and rose political systems would be in a moral or political 
again,” 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. : Again, “ All things are} relation. Men are naturally fond of consistency 
of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Je-| . 44 if they give their assent (with or without + 
sus Christ ; and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation, to wit, that God was in Christ re- 





amination) to a particular set of articles in the 
one , ee , ‘“| gross, they feel themselves bound to defend them 
cones the wey — not imputing their] i, detail, although all its parts may not be under 

respasses unio tiem. Now, then, we are ambas-} 004. and it is about these suspected points ty 


sadors for Christ, as G id beseech y p , , 3 
7 rs fi ist, os x0d P beseech you professor is generally most tenacious : and if, in 
p y i , ” .. . . . 

y us; we pray in Christ's stead, be ye reconci-|/the course of his reasoning or reflections, the 


tetge God. For he batli'made him « sin-effering light of evidence breaks in upon him, and show: 


Ser us, who knew no ain, tes = might be made | the absurdity of particular parts of the creed, 
the righteousness of God in him. : 


" | consistency sounds the elarm, and hints that the 

Again, What leads men to repentance ? Is it the | whole is connected by indissoiuble links, and ad- 
fear of endless flames ? Never, How did Paul call | monishes him that if he rejects a part he must 
the wicked Jews to repentance? Ans. He taught! abandon the whole, which will constitute him, 
them that the riches of God's goodness, his for- lin the estimation of his fellow-professors, an in- 
bearance and long-suffering toward them, ought | fidet,a breaker of his covenant, and a scandali- 
to lead them to repentance, Rom. xii. 1. God cal-| ger of his profession. For this he is not pre- 
led them to repentance, by saying that the wicked pared: fear seizes the mind, and superstition 
man should forsake bis way, and the unrighteous whispers, “if he offends one of these little ones, 
man his thoughts, and return to him, for he a it were better he had a millstone about his neck 
have mercy upon him, and abundantly pardon.| and cast into the sea:” and if to offend one is 
Again, Though their sins were of scarlet and crime | worthy so great punishment, what must it be to 
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snd the whole church Appalled with terror 
epena ; 


ve fears 10 proceed, and by way of 


[ penance em- 
. his mind in reconciling its parts, and author- 


ve sought to establish the whole ; the pride 
niow leads to the adoption of preconceived 
pi 


ns and he finally settles down where he 
ted, a professed believer in all, but an actual 
fearing to examine for 


el! of hirelin 


ter of the whole 
he becomes the willing slave 
that faith is the most visible when its object 
most obscure ! 
One ol these teachers, a short time since, re- 
nmended his hearers to “ read the Scriptures, 
make no comments ; leave that to those who 
If he 


Read your confession, but attach no 


ke this study the business of their lives.” 
J said, 


meaning to the words! I should have thought him 
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|believe both to be true; because they contain 
| contradictory propositions, which can neither 
| both be true, nor both false. It cannot be denied 
‘then, that this gentleman’s views differ materially 
| from his standards of faith ; and if he,in the course 
| of his ministry, convinces an unbeliever, and in- 

doctrinates him with his own orthodoxy, and then 


-|requires him, as an essential condition to his re- 
«| ceiving the sealing ordinances, to believe articles 
is. who make it their interest to inculcate the 


of faith embracing contrary opinions, as his “ fix- 
ed testimony,” is he not, to say the least, a hypo- 
|crite and a deceiver ? Literally forcing his own 
ichildren in the Gospel, as he calls them, to set 
'their seal to falsehood at the very threshold, by 
an act which renders him liable to the anathemas 
of Paul, who declares, “If any man preach any 
jother gospel than that ye have received, let him 
| be accursed.” And that these thjngs are really so, 


equally reasonable ; and upon this ground can}! have no doubt, because the heads of the tribes 
' ‘i y ‘account for the increase of his congrega- i have confessed it ;| and some have endeavoured 

ny But the evil is not confined to the laity. | to justify themselves, by asserting their right of 
, clergyman’s intellect differs nothing from a| construing the articles to mean just what they 
,yman’s, aceording to the very nature of things ;| wished, or whatsoever the reader pleases to make 

{in the wisdom of Providence I believe it was | them; this oldfashioned Jesuitical scheme, known 
designed the human mind should be in a state of | by the ancient Calvinists, and justly reprobated 
erpetual progression, while in this state of muta- | and abhorred by them, under the name of mental 


oo, and he who arrests its advance by inventing 
r requiring oaths or affirmations, to check the 


spirit of inquiry, is as much an enemy to reform- | 


tion as Caiaphus. A conscientious clergyman is 
rammelled all his lite, by tying himself, in his 
youth, to this or that confession, which it is pro- 
bable few or none at an early age are competent 
Some of them not only 
profess their belief in a particular creed, but they 


to really understand 


ind themselves to adhere to it; thus solemnly | 
pledging themselves to abide the discovery of 


their youth, to the rejection, perhaps, of the 


righter illuminations of maturer age and expe- | 


rience, Which is the foundation of true knowledge. 


Itisvery evident from the contrast published in| 
your paper, of Spring, versus Confession, that he | 
one of the clergymen just described, or he,| 


vith full knowledge of its incongruity, and in vi- 
vlation of his solemn promise, adopted it from 
mbition or mercenary motives : but the judgment 
ot charity leads us to suppose he thought an hon- 
est zeal for the glory of God, and a desire to be 
mat 
icknowledge the Westminster Confession and 
Catechism, as the expression of his own faith, to 
which he solemnly afiirms, “in the presence of 
him who searcheth the hearts and trieth the reins 
of the children of men, and as he would desire to 
give an account at the great day,” he will adhere, 
in opposition “to all contrary opinions, or other 
opinions or heresies.” It is very evident, | say, 
from a comparison of the sermon, aud his stand- 
ards, that no individual could at the same time 


* This idea is forcibly ineulcated by Dr. Spring, 
who charges it upon every individual whom he ad- 
mits Into membersbip with his flock. 


rumental in edifying his church, moved him to| 


reservations, was invented by the “accursed ma- 
| ’ and resorted to by none but knaves 
and hypocrites ; because honesty has no need of 
| this kind of spiritual adultery. 

| If an honest man finds he has unadvisedly en 


,tered into any moral or spiritual arrangment, in- 


| lignants,’ 


compatible with his subsequent views, he is in 
duty bound to proclaim his disagreement to. the 


| 


| contracting parties, and not to torture the instru- 


‘ment to mean the reverse of what was originally 
iutended. If there be any meaning attached to 
words, or any safety in written instruments, the 
doctrine of mental reservation, or, as it is called by 
the Rev. Gentleman, the right of construction, will, 
if generally sanctioned, utterly destroy their util- 
ity. It is practising according to their doctrine 
of a secret and revealed will—promising publicly 
to do somewhat for all, but at the same time se- 





| + The Synod at Lancaster, in their Pastoral Let- 
‘ter, state, that “The Presbyters are more than 
|commonly alive to the importance of * contend- 
ing earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints,’ and of resisting the introduction of Hep- 
kinsian heresies, which are some of the means by 
which the enemy of souls would, if possible, de- 
ceive the very elect: and may the time never ar- 
rive in which our ecclesiastical courts shall deter- 
mine that Hopkinsianism, and the doctrines of our 
Confession of Faith, ave the same thing.” In uni- 
son with this recommendation of the Synod, some 
Presbyters have refused to consummate the call of 
|a congregation, because of the minister's holding 
|Hopkinsian principles. On another occasion, a 
large society of orthodox Presbyterian young men 
refused to employ a pupil of this very Dr. Spring, 
\as a missionary, upon the ground of this heresy, al- 
‘though the Doctor himself offered to answer for 
|him ; and in consequence of this rejection the so~ 
'eietv divided. 
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eretly determining he intends only a few. He 
would experience great chagrin should the par- 
ties, with whom he contracted to administer spi- 
rituals for the sum of three thousand five hundred 
dollars per year, construe Hopkinsian doctrines 
to be heretical, and refuse him payment on that 
ground. This would be a practical application of 
his own principles, and asalutary warning of their 
pernicious tendency. And if the Confession and 
Catechisms are indeed their fixed testimony, by 
which their principles are to be tried, or as the 
judicial expression of the sense in which they un- 
derstand the Holy Scriptures. in their relation to 
the doctrines of the Christian Church ; as they 
say, 1 think they would have a right to require a 
correspondent testimony from their hired servant 
at the price of his wages. 

Ihave no reason to believe the original framers 
of the Westminster Confession and Catechism, or 
the Synod who adopted it in this country in the 
year 1799, who solemnly declared that “ no tenet 
contrary thereto, or any part thereof, shall be 
countenanced in this church,” ever thought of the 
doctrines which are now advanced and supported 
by those claiming to be their descendants in the 
faith. Neither can I have any doubt that excom- 
munication would have followed the avowal of 
Hopkinsian principles, on the part of any minister 
or member of the church at that time ! 

If those gentlemen calling themselves Hopkin- 
sians, or who reject the name, and preach his 
doctrines, and, under the cover of Calvinism, poi- 
son his precepts without their hearers’ know- 
ledge, and avail themselves of his name to rob his 
Slock of their fleece, possessed a particle of his bold- 
ness, or a moiely of his honesty, they wouid despise 
themselves for their duplicity, and avow their ha- 
tred of the “ Triancutar System,” which, in the 
opinion of a celebrated defender and investigator, 
“involves doctrines obnoxious to common sense 
and sound morality, and is a fiction more impro- 
bable than the doctrines of the Veda, and as is 
above shown, is made to tolerate practices calcu- 
lated to destroy the foundations of civil society, 
by vitiating contracts.” By such an avowal of 
their new principles, and the repudiation of their 
old ones, they would be a name and a praise, and 
a blessing to this generation. They might be the 
instrument of gathering “sons from afar, and 
daughters from the ends of the earth ;” who are 
now gnawing the husks of their old profession, 
and feeding upon the “ putrescent carcase of Anti- 
nomianism.” In short; by demolishing the offen- 
sive parts of your eld creed (if you cannot surren- 
der the whole,) you will render an essential ser- 
vice to your congregations, who are now striving 
in vain to reconcile what they hear with what 
they read, and are compelled to defend. If you 
have common sensibility, relieve them from this 
embarrassment. If you have regard to your own 
tows, or any respect for your contracts, relinquish 
your salarves, or fulfil your engagements. Let your 
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teaching correspond with your stamdands! 

longer follow delusive courses, which will ult. 
mately clothe you with confusion ; nor Gstume ¢ 
name to take away your reproach, and glut your 
avarice, while you publicly defile and disgrace j 

If you have found the truth, (to which 1 beliey. 
you more nearly approximate than your father ' 
sell it not. And whereunto you have attaing: 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing 
and you will receive new and more abunda: 
light. But remember, that which has hinders 
your advancement ought to be removed If yon 
had marched boldly forward, and where you saw 
error abandoned it—if you had spurned the doe. 
trine of mental reservation when you rejected, 
limited atonement, and permitted the liberty o/ 
construction to rest where you left the imputatiog 
of sin—if you had buried your Confession ip +), 
same grave with your imputed righteousness, an; 
abandoned pride and selfishness when you say 
the beauty of disinterested benevolence, yo, 
would now be a separate and peculiar people, 
known by the brightness of your example, and 
the consistency of your doctrine. It is in vain » 
contend for both of your schemes, You canno: 
serve two masters, neither can you remove the 
odium which now rests upon you without re 
moving the cause. For, verily, “ your bed is to 
short for you to rest upon, and your covering too 
small to hide your hypocrisy.” You are a stone 
of stumbling to strangers, and a rock of offence in 
your own borders, because, for filthy lucre’s sake, 
you are prostituting truth, and for gold, making 
merchandize of souls. 

“ Thus saith the Lord, concerning the prophet: 
that make my people err; that bite with their 
teeth, and cry, Peace! and he that putteth noi 
into their mouths ; they even prepare war agains! 
them—they build up Zion with blood, and Jerusa- 
lem with iniquity—the heads thereof judge for 
reward, the priests thereof teach for hire, and the 
prophets thereof divine for money. Yet will they 
lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lon 
among us? no evil can come upon us.” If the 
prophet had anticipated the condition of this com- 
munity, he could not have described our priesis 
more accurately. And if, therefore, our Zion is 
to be plowed as a field, and our city become 
heaps, we shall not be ignorant of the cause. 

Should any member of the Episcopal Church 
peruse this communication, and conclude that, 
So saying, thou judgest us also, he will not be 
wide from the truth. Hopkinsians are now adept- 
ing your practice, which their fathers shuddered 
to think of. And although you have grown strong 
in the practice of evil, and old in the commission 
of crime, yet the time, I think, will come, whea 
you will feel your iniquities to be a burden, aud 
your seventeenth article a snare. Who does not 
know your vain pretences to “ renounce the devil 
and all his works, and the fashions and follies ot 





this wicked world?” while, at the moment, the 
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piministrator and subject exhibit an increase of 
hat whieh they affect to renounce. In short, If 
—_ wish to see yourselves in legitimate colours, 
“sad the history of the mother church, and you 
vill readily discover that nothing but age and 
wanting to make the fteain one 
KNOX. 


opportunity is 


church. 
—E 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
« Will all be Saved ?”’ 
(Continued from p. 276.) 

ly first communication under this head is com- 
orised chiefly of questions, which, in treating on 
wis subject, I shall separately consider, and an- 
ower according to my view of truth, in relation to 
this subject. 

Quest. 1. Throwing conditions out of the ques- 
tion, what does it establish as to the government 
ifthe benign Sovereign of the universe, but ty- 
rannical despotism ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that it does: and to 
prove that Deity never intended the design of 
creating man should be answered by an arbitrary 
way of his power, but upon condition of his 
obedience ; witness his creation, his peculiar sta- 
tion, and the command for him to obey. 

Quest. 2, Although we admit that the Creator 
is the Author and supporter of all things, and that 
by him all things consist ; does this establish that 
there is unrighteousness with God ? 

Answer. Certainly not: any more than man’s 
nisapplication of a thing proves it, and his Crea- 
tor to be unrighteous. And to prove that the 
origin of evil is not with the Creator, but with the 
creature, it is only necessary to say, that in the 
coincidence of the will of the creature with the 
will of the Creator consists all the righteousness, 
and any want of it, the unrighteousness that can 
be named, or thought of. 

Quest. 3. Because man can act incompatible 
with his own happiness and the happiness of oth- 
ers, does it follow, that God isthe author of sin ? 

Answer. No: Although man’s freedom of will 
to obey or disobey, is from his Creator, yet it will 
not follow, from thence, that God is the author of 
his disobedience ; but plainly it is chargeable 
upon man, and none else, upon whom this free- 
dom is dispensed. 

Quest. 4. Could inscrutable wisdom and al- 
mighty power have created a being for the pur- 
pose of his own glory, and that this being should 
answer this end, and enjoy him for ever, different 
in capacity frém man ? 

Answer. If it is answered that he could, the 
query occurs, Why has he not done it? Is there 

imperfection with God ? Will he require, and not 
give ability to perform ? Certainly he will not ; 
and if man is imperfect Heaven is in fault ;—say 
rather that be is as perfect as he ought to be to 
answer the design of obedience, and to give the 
glory and receive the fruit consequent thereupon. 
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Quest. 5. And what is this capacity as it res- 
pects faith in and obedience to his Creator ? 

Answer. It is to know him, and ability to obey 
him. 

Quest. 6. If we say man knows him only as a 
machine, and has no power beyond, or superior to 
mechanism, either to obey or disobey, how can he 
answer the great design of glorifying God, and 
the enjoyment of him for ever ? { 

Answer. He cannot: because glorifying and 
enjoying depends upon ability, capacity, or free- 
dom of will to obey: this no creature has that is 
propelled to motion or rest as a mere machine. 
A machine may wear out in the service of its 
maker ; and all the acclamatious of glory it can 
render, and of the enjoyment it can receive, will 
be its shrieks and rumbling noise arising from a 
want of self-motion, or freedom of will. 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

We have repeatedly stated the position, that no 
man can know God, unless God communicates 
the knowledge of himself to the man. Therefore, 
until Impartialist destroys this position, all his re- 
marks relative ta free agency, and man’s being a 
machine, useless! Now, [mpartialist has set- 
tled the Bstion, by the admission of principles 
which necessarily prove the restoration of all men 
to holiness and happiness, and the destruction of 
his own hypothesis. In his fourth question he 
asks—“ Could inscrutable wisdom and almighty 
power have created a being for the purpose of his 
own glory, and that this being should answer this 
end,and enjoy him for ever, different in capacity 
from man?” His answer goes to prove that man 
could not be created differently, and the end be 
obtained. Now we ask, If “inscrutable wisdom, 
and almighty power, can create a being for that 
purpose ? This must be admitted by Impartialist ; 
and must be admitted by all. For infinite wisdom 
and almighty power can effect all things. Now 
it is conceded, that God's purpose was, that man 
should answer the end in view. The end is “to 
glorify God and enjoy him for ever.” Therefore, 
if man does not glorify God, and enjoy him for 
ever, one of two things follows as an inevitable 
consequence ; namely, either Godnerer intended 
that man should glorify him, and enjoy him for 
ever, or that, if he intended it, and man does not 
answer this ostensible purpose of his creation, 
“ inscrutable wisdom and almighty power” could 
not effect their object! 

We therefore take our leave of Impartialist, for 
the present, with the following remark ; that be 
has no other possible alternative but to admit one 
of two things, or to deny his own premisses and 
their conclusions. First: That “inserutable wis- 
dom, and almighty power, never intended that man 
should glorify God, and enjoy bim forever. Or, 
Secondly, That this was the purpose, and intention, 
and will be accomplished! For insanity itself 
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could not do worse than to declare, that “ inseru- 
table wisdom, and almighty power,” could fail of 
effecting their purpose ! 

Note—We recommend Impartialist to strength- 
en his premisses, relative to what the purpose of 
God is, by quoting Rev. iv. 11, “ Thou art wor- 
thy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power: for thou hast created all things; and for 
thy picasure they are and were created.” Eph. i. 
%, 10, “ Having made known unto us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself: that, in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of time he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in Heaven, and which are on earth, in him.” 

——— 

Extract from “ Mason's Spiritual Treasury.” 

“ This is the record that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son: he that 
hath the Son hath life,” 1 John v. 11, 12 

“ Sovereign power permits man to fall; guilt fills 
the wretched pair with dread, and cuts off ail 
hope in God, all claim upon him. Hence our first 
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the fullest assurance, to animate our é 

cause I live,” saith the Head, “ ye a 
shall live also,” John xiv. 19. God hath Liven 
us eternal life. He is faithful—he will not reyoi, 
his own precious free gift. Jesus hath oy ercom 
every enemy and opposer that might prevent « 


. - — i 
enjoyment of eternal life. 


The Holy Spirit hai 
effected such an union to Jesus as can neve, j, 
broken. We are joined unto the Lord, and a, 
one Spirit. 1 Cor. vi. 17.” 

The above was handed by a friend, with, » 
quest to have it published. It may excite » 
prise, to learn that the above was written by th 
very Mr. Mason who opposed Mr. Relly, and 
wrote in opposition to his “Union.” Whethe 
Mr. Mason knew the meaning of the words he 
used, we shall not pretend to say. But we dy 
say, that we never read Universalism in more ¢ 
phatic and plain terms, than Mr. Mason wrote | 

———a 

COMPLIMENTS a-la-mode HOPKINSIAN 

The following is the conclusion of a Sermo 
preached at Newark, by Dr. Griffin, at the deceas 


parents fled from the presence of the Lord, and of Gen. Cumming, of that place. It appears tj: 
hid themselves. Sovereign love interposed, and | the deceased was a worthy man; and professiy, 


the poor guilty trembling partgers in wo were 
called before their highly offended, justly provo- 
ked Lord. Was it to behold him hed with 
vengeance ? To hear the sentence of their eternal 
doom to destruction ? To see hell opened to re- 
ceive them? No! Be astonished, O heavens, and 
rejoice, ye apostate children of hell-deserving 
parents! They were to hear a record of what was 
transacted in the eternal court and counsel of 
Heaven, published on earth. This, instead of 





little, practised much of that morality and ben, 
olence which, according to Dr. G. on other overs 
sions, may be pleasant and agreeable among me; 
but is no evidence of fitness for heaven. Accordiy 
to Dr. Spring, another disciple of Hopkins, «| 
they are not elected they will indeed perish.’ & 
“ circumstances alter cases.” 

“Gen. Cumming,” says Dr. Griffin, “ was not ; 
professor of religion. But for the last four years | 


|trust he possessed it. In the revival of relizio 


wrath, brought mercy; instead of wo, blessing. | which occurred here in the beginning of 1817,» 
Instead of eternal death, everlasting life—instead | visible change was wrought in his mind. Fro 


of a hell of misery, a heaven of happiness, to their 
trembling hearts. 

« Fallen man came not to meet God to sue for 
pardon, ahd entreat grace, but fled his presence. 
But the Lord followed sinful man with love in his 
heart ; not to propose terms of accommodation, 
or conditions of peace, but to proclaim the joyful 
news of eternal life as the free gift of free favour, 
unmerited grace, unconditional mercy, in and by 
the seed of the woman, Jesus Christ. Glorious 


that time he regularly attended family prayer; av 

had he had less honour, or seen fewer stumbli: 

blocks in the lives of professors, he might hay 

been recorded as a member of the church. The 
scruples which kept him back appeared to be grea 
ly increased by a noble love of consistency, and 
magnanimous fear of tarnishing the christian name 
I suppose I knew as much of his mind as any man 
and I cannot but hope that while we are Weeping 
over his remains, he is employed in praise and tri- 


record of love! Blessed testimony of life! Joyful | umph in the presence of God and the Lamb. There 


tidings of grace! Hast thou heard, known, and | let him reign. 


believed this record ? Praise the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me praise his holy name 
Behold, and admire the wisdom, as well as the 
love of thy Gow! In this rejoice always ; be hum- 
ble continually ; life, eternal life, is, given us ;— 
this life is in God's beloved Son, therefore can 
never be lost and ferfeited. * Our life is hid with 
Christ in God.” li Jesus dwells in our hearts by 
faith, we have God's beloved Son, we have eternal 
life. The report of this is joyful to our ears. The 
enjoyment of this enters our hearts, creates our 


present Heaven, and fills us with joytul hopes of 


fatare glory. We have the strongest confidence, 





Let not a rebellious wish seek te 
draw him back. Let us wipe away our tears, and 
take our sandals and our shield and go on our way 
with renewed zeal, and never stop till we are re- 
ceived at the heavenly threshold, as the follower 
of those who through faith and patience inherite: 
the promises.” 

Our readers will recolicct the conclusion oi ° 
Sermon we published in Number 34, from the same 
Dr Griffin, who consigned some of his hearers to 
endless burnings, and declared, “ solemnly decla- 
ed,” that “ he saw them cast from the battlement: 
of the judgment scene, and that the eternal pit he 
closed upon them for ever.” But he sends Ger 
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fumming (0 heaven. He did not say, however, 
that he “ sano” him there, (it appears Dr. G. is bet- 
ter aequainted with hell than heaven ‘) but, on this 
ccasion, only guessed at it! 
pr. G. compliments the deeeased very highly. 
jer, according to Dr. G. the deceased had too 
) honour to connect himself with such a church 
as Dr. Griffin's “ And the scruples that kept 
) back appeared to be greatly increased by a 
love of consistency /” In plain English, Gen. 
woming was a man of too much honour, and lov- 
onsistency too well, to disgrace himself, in his! 
timation, by amembership with Dr. Grif- 


schurch!!! 
\ote—We have read many funeral Sermons, 
1d eulogies, pronounced by clergymen upon de- 
ceased persons; but never have we known any 
verson to be more justly and highly compliment- 
ithan Gen. Cumming! And we venture to as- 
rt. that, in our opinion, no person of Gen. C.’s 
ency ever did, or ever will, join himself to a 
Hopkinsian chureh ! 
—~. 
Fromthe Hartford Religious Inquirer, 


INDIAN ANECDOTE. 





A few years since, while the mistaken zeal of | 
many good men led them to think that their red/| 
brethren of the forest might be Christianized be- 
fore they were civilized, a missionary was sent 
wt among them to convert them to the Chris- 
tian faith The missionary was unfortunately one | 
of those preachers who delight in speculative and! 
abstruse doctrines,and who teach the inefficiency 
fall human exertions in obtaining salvation. He 
called the Indians together to hear what he called 
the Gospel. The Sachem, or chief of the tribe to 

hich he was sent, came with the rest. The mis- 
ionary, in the course of his sermon, (which was! 
pon the very simple and intelligible doctrine of) 
ction.) undertook to prove that some were 
made to be saved, and some to be damned, with- 
mt any regard to their good or bad conduct. As 
an illustration of his doctrine, he cited the case of 
Jacoband Esau, and attempted to show that God 
oved the one and hated the other before either of 
them were born. The Sachem heard him atten- 
tively, and after meeting invited him to his wig- 
wam. After some conversation, the Sachem thus 
addressed the missionary,—* Sir, me tell you a 
My wife have two boys, twins; both of 
(hem as pretty as the two you tell me about to- 
day. One of them, she love and feed him; the 
other she let lie on the ground, crying. I tell her 
take him up, orhe die. She no mind me. Pretty 
soon he die. Now what shall I do to her?” Why, 
‘aid the missionary, she ought to be hung! “ Well,” 
said the Sachem, “then you go home and hang 
your God, for you say he do just so. You no 
preach any more here, unless you preach more 
geod than this.” The missionary, finding himself 
among @ people too enlightened to give cre-| 


tory : 
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dence to his narrow and heart-revolting princi- 

ples, thought it expedient to seek a new field of 

labour. 
—_——Poa 
From the (Bosion) Universalist Magazine. 

‘ Wine is a mocker, slrong drink is raging ; and 
whosoever is deceived thereby, is nol wise.”"— 
Prov. xx. 1. 

How lamentable it is, that there are so many 
deceived thereby in all places, and in all ages of 
the world 
dom! How many are mocked, and made to rage 


How many prove that they lack wis- 


with the passion of anger, or laughter, or folly! 
How many, who were once temperate, industri- 
ous, and respectable, while in low, or moderate 
circumstances, have, on becoming possessed of 
worldly property, grown intemperate, idie, and 
contemptible ! 
of people, exposed to hardship, become habituated 
to taking too much strong drink! How 
choly to behold noble talents abused; strong 
minds shattered; and amiable dispositions cor- 
rupted by wine! What shame and misery to the 
person! What poverty and wretchedness in the 
family! What expense, what loss, what disgrace 
to society, is the noted evil of intemperance ! 
Should not every one fear, lest he be drawn into 
this whirlpool of dissipation and ruin ? 
comfortable, if not affluent circumstances, have 
been reduced to beggary and disgrace, by wine or 
strong drink. 
of persons to watch and pray ; 


How many of the labouring class 


melan- 


Many, in 


Surely it becomes all descriptions 
to deny themselves, 
and be temperate in all things 
—<—>_— 
From the Philadelphia Reformer. 

The Lay Commentator.—Some members of a 
Baptist Church in the west of England, constant-. 
ly ushered in the morning of the Sabbath, by 
meeting in the vestry for social prayer and reli 
gious conversation. At one of these meetings, the 
subject was charity ; all spoke in their turn, and : 
man named Charles Benjamin, thus delivered 
himself: “ I shall say nothing more than this—we 
have been talking of charity, it would be good to 
put it in exercise ; here is‘our brother Ephraim 
Forth goes to doek every morning this cold wea- 
ther without a great coat; and there is my shil- 
ling toward buying him one.” The good mea 
took the hint; and Ephraim was enabled to pur 
chase the necessary next day, and went to dock 
“ warmed, if not filled.” This lay commenting 
was more effectual than two-thirds of clerical 
preaching. Extraet. 

How much preferable is the practice of charity 
to the talk of it. It is easy and costs a man no 
thing to express sympathy and feeling for his fel 
low man, assisting him and ministering to hris 
wants is the difficult point. 

— 
LOVERS OF HELL. 

Our readers are directed to the narrative catn- 

tained in the communication of Witness, in this 
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Number, relative to the young lady in a state bor- 
dering upon mental dis/raction, occasioned by read- 
ing fire and brimstone sermons. This instance 
shows the remarkable difference of taste in differ- 
ent people. This young lady is distracted at the 
bare idea of endless misery. While in this city 
there isa o_o (Dr. Spring's) who are so 
well pleased with the idea of endless misery, that 
they not only say they shall rejoice to see their 
relatives and friends endlessly miserable, but are 
willing to be made endlessly miserable themselves ! 
Now if a moiety of this love of heli could be im- 
rted to this young lady, according to Dr. S.’s 
ypothesis, she would be calm and composed. It 
is worthy of remark, that our Hopkinsian friends, 
who are so very fond of hell, must have a peculiar 
qualification for Paul's declaration, of God, “who 
will have all men to be saved.” Now they, we 
think, having a private opinion for their own con- 
venience, know that it is not the will of God that 
they should be endlessly miserable! Their decla- 
ration, therefore, that they are willing, &c. is a 
mere ‘stool-pigeon,” used to gull others, and 
catch a reputation for humility!!! 


a 
From the Philadelphia Democratic Press. 
Morper, Conression, axnp Svicipe. 

Considerable sensation was exhibited in this ci- 
ty last winter, in consequence of the following re- 

orts being im circulation. That a clergyman had 

rrowed from an old German,residing in Kensing- 
ton, the sum of eight or ten thousand dollars, whic 
he by hard and long continued labour had saved. 
That the borrower was unable to pay, and that in 
consequence the lender ina fit of grief and despair 
had cut his throat. The venerable gentleman ac- 
cused of having done the wrong, was compelled 
to go and see the = of the unhappy man, he 
was accused to have brought to an untimely end; 
and ! believe otber consequences, still more inju- 
rious, followed. 

It is now ascertained, that the money was never 
borrowed, nor that the man ever cut his throat. 
A countryman of his, who lived in the house with 
him, and knew he had the money, cut his throat, 
conveyed away the 7 and then got up, as a 
screen, the story of its having been borrowed. 
The murderer soon after embarked for Europe. 
On the passage, he was gnawed by the worm, 
which never dies,—consamed by the fire, which is 
never quenched ;—he confessed his crime to the 
captain, cut his throat, and expired. The vessel 
and captain have lately returned, and the facts are 
made known. ’ 

Remarks.—Let those who believe that sinners 
are happy in this life, and only suffer in the nezt, 
the consequence of their wrong-doing, read the 
sbove twice ! Ed. G. H. 

a 
MAMMON. 

“ As the profits of the above-mentioned books 
(a long catalogue of Methodist publications,) are 
fur the benefit of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
fh the United States, and to be applied to religious 
Eerpoees, it is recommended to the Ministers and 

mbers of the Church to promote the sale of said 


books, and not to purchase any books which we pub- | 5, 


lish, of any other person than the aforesaid J. Soule, 

and 7. Mason, and the Methodist preachers, or 

such persons as sell them by their consent.” 
Methodist 


Mag. 
IP Now we exhort all men to purchase all 
books published by Universalists, prameing the 


GOOD NEWS of SALVATION ! wherever, and 
whenever they can find them! Let the profils go 
where they will. 





THE LOVE OF TRuTH. 


Irostur®~shrinks from light, 
And dreads the curious eye ; 

But Christian truths the test invite 
They bid us search and try. , 

A meek inquiring mind, 
Lord, help us to maintain; 

That growing knowledge we may find 
And growing virtue gain. , 

With understanding blest, 
Created to be free, 

Our faith on man we dare not rest, 
Subject to none but thee. 


Give us the light we need, 
Our minds with knowledge fill ; 
From noxious error guard our creed, 
From prejudice, our will. 


The truth thou shalt impart, 
May we with firmness own; 
Abhorring each evasive art, 
And fearing thee alone. Dovpaines 


————— 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

The National Intelligencer, in noticing the 
death of James E. Madison Esq. says, “ In dea) 
he gave an evidence of firmness seldom witnesso,\ 
Reader, what could it have been? «6 He bel), 
edinhis SAVIOUR!!!" Then aol 
lower of modern CONDITIONAL 

——— 
Curious Effects of Prayer. 

A newspaper, noticing the “ barbarous execy 
tion of the Greek Patriarch at Constantinople, 
remarks, of the Greeks,—“ Every day the Clergy 
were bound to pray for him, and for the Syno) 
and this daily recollection must increase their ray: 
Quere. How long would it require, admitting thei 
rage increased every day, when they prayed, be 
fore they would run stark mad ? 

i 
ALBANY. 


The Rev. Dr. C——g, on Sunday afternoon, 
(Dec. 2d,) stood, and —— thus with himsel{- 
“O Lord, we are willing, for thy sake, to be cal 
led fanatics, madmen———and even  sriolis’s 

During the pause,—we think the “ Vade-Me. 
cum” flitted across his mental vision, and the word 
sciolists inadvertently, and justly, closed the sen 
tence! 

a 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Esai 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” meet on Wednestay 
evening, uesday being Christmas,) Subject 
(Contin Acts xvi. 30, 31. 

a 
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=o 
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must ! ity © nts nformed, the’ 
eeeetenioceethined 0 deeunenenettin Printing-Ofice, Ne 
70 for the reception of their Communications. 
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